
 
Recommended Shade Trees for Wasco County 

To mitigate impacts from development, one strategy is to plant shade trees in riparian areas or along waterways.  These 
trees can help control erosion and runoff, keep rivers and streams cool for plants and animals, and provide habitat for 
birds and animals. 

The Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District holds an annual Conservation Tree and Shrub Sale that includes 
many of the trees and shrubs listed below.  The Wasco County Planning Department encourages you to incorporate 
these trees in your landscaping, especially along waterways and in riparian areas. 

Deciduous Trees 

Name Max. Height Remarks 
Bigleaf Maple 100 ft Broad, dense shade tree.  NW native.  Fast growing.  Bright/yellow orange in fall.  Resists oak 

root fungus. 
Serviceberry 6-10 ft Good wildlife food and erosion control.  White flowers.  Fruit harveste for fresh or syrup.  

Red/orange fall color. 
Red Osier Dogwood 7-10ft Rapid growth to multistem shrub.  Red stems, white flowers.  Excellent erosion control.  

Colorful all year. 
Wild Mock Orange To 9+ft Drought tolerant, ornamental northwest native.  Masses of white, fragrant spring blooms.  

Natural hedge. 
Pacific Ninebark To 8+ft Drought tolerant, ornamental NW native.  Good cover and nesting sites for birds and small 

mammals. 
Quaking Aspen 50ft Beautiful, fast growing, cold hardy native tree.  Heart shaped leaves flutter in breeze.  Brilliant 

yellow fall color. 
Cottonwood 60-80ft Majestic native.  Important by streams, ponds, meadows.  Game browse.  Food for quail, 

grouse, songbirds. 
American Plum 25-50ft Can be a shrub or tree.  Profuse white flowers.  Very hardy.  Excellent for wildlife food and 

habitat.  Edible fruit. 
Golden Currant 3-6ft Clusters of 2” long, bright, fragrant yellow flowers and colorful fruit attract birds.  Native to 

western US. 
Rugosa Rose 4-6ft Extremely vigorous, hardy rose.  Deep pink to white flowers.  Red fruit.  Excellent low hedge. 
Woods Rose 5ft Pink to deep red flowers.  Small leaves.  Northwest native. 
Pacific Willow 15-45ft Native willow.  Thrives along area streams.  Superior for riparian restoration.  May be used as a 

windbreak. 
Coyote Willow 20ft Shrubby, suckering habit quickly forms thickets.  Excellent erosion control.  Needs moist site. 
Buffaloberry 13ft Desirable for revegetating disturbed sites.  Provides food and cover for wildlife and is a 

nitrogen-fixing plant. 
Snowberry 4ft Bright, snow white berries.  Pink flowers.  Good in partial shade and moist sites, erosion 

control.  Drought tolerant. 
 

Conifers 

Name Max. Height Remarks 
Noble Fir 90-200ft Western US Native.  Short, stiff horizontal branches with 1 in blue green needles.  Christmas 

trees, timber. 
Ponderosa Pine to 200ft Fast growing forest and timber tree.  Attractive orange “puzzle piece” bark in mature trees. 
Douglas Fir To 250ft Fast growing timber tree for reforestation or Christmas trees.  Good ornamental value in open 

spaces. 
Austrian Pine 50-60ft Large, eye-catching evergreen.  Performs best in full sun in moist, well-drained soils.  Tolerant 

in urban settings. 
Colorado Blue Spruce 50-75ft Unique silvery blue-green color.  Provides privacy and a windbreak when planted in a row.  Also 

used as Christmas trees. 
 


