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In March 2017, the Wasco County Planning Department kicked off 

the Wasco County 2040 process with a six month visioning outreach 

campaign.  This report is a summary of those efforts, including 

feedback received through online comments, email, mailed in 

comments, online surveys, and at workshop events. 

 

The goal set by the Wasco County Citizen Advisory Group for total 

participation was 20%1 of the population, or roughly 1,629 residents 

living outside UGBs (this number includes children).  To date, 

outreach efforts have engaged 890 people including 60 key 

stakeholders and over 830 residents.  This is half way to our goal for 

participation.   

 

With three years left in the project, we anticipate many additional 

opportunities for community members to participate…and expect to 

hit our goal of 20% by 2018. 

 
  

                                                
1 This number counts each interaction as unique (eg, survey filled, meeting attendance, etc).  Because many of the activities 
were anonymous, staff could not identify all interactions as discrete.  We also had some people participating separately as 
citizens and stakeholders. 
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Wasco County 2040 Visioning Report 
 
V I S I O N I N G  O U T R E A C H  R E S U L T S  A N D  S U M M A R Y  

Online Survey Results 
A short survey was developed using key concepts developed by staff and the Citizen Advisory Group during 
the Comprehensive Plan Update planning phase.  The purpose of the survey was to engage the public in 
thinking about challenges and opportunities for Wasco County land use planning and understand the ways 
in which the community wanted to grow (or remain the same).  Questions were developed after an 
extensive evaluation of other jurisdiction’s survey implements.  The survey was limited to ten questions to 
increase participation and focus on critical principles important during the visioning phase. 

The survey was posted online on March 9, 2017, and shared through links on the Wasco County main 
website, the Wasco County 2040 project website, Wasco County Planning social media, in signature lines of 
Wasco County planning staff, and through distributed printed materials at workshops and other meetings.  
The survey was also promoted through press releases and radio appearances.  The survey was closed on 
September 20th to tabulate results. 

The survey received a total of 53 responses.   

The full results from the online survey can be seen in Appendix A.   

Online Comment Submissions 
To make it easy for residents and businesses to submit comments, an online comment submission form was 
created and posted on the project website. 

1 comment was received from the online submission form to date 

Online comments can be read in Appendix B. 

Emailed Comments 
Community members were encouraged to email planning staff at any time during the Comprehensive Plan 
Update process to voice their hopes, concerns, and other feedback for Wasco County 2040. 

To date, staff has received 2 emailed comments. 

The content of those comments can be read in Appendix C. 

Mailed Comments 
The Planning Department received 2 mailed letters during the visioning phase of Wasco County 2040.   

These letters can be seen in Appendix D.   
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Phone Calls and Counter Visits Comments 
Following the mail out of the countywide notice for updates, staff responded to 49 counter and phone 
inquiries related to Wasco County 2040, to date. 

  

 
APRIL 11, 2017 PUBLIC TESTIMONY  1 

 
April 11th Meeting 
Staff and the Citizen Advisory Group held a meeting 
on April 11, 2017 at The Discovery Center following 
the mailing of a notice to all county property owners 
about proposed updates to several land use plans.  
Included in the notice was information about the 
Wasco County 2040 process.  Staff provided an 
overview of the process and was available for one on 
one meetings with community members prior to the 
meeting.  During the meeting, staff gave a brief 
presentation explaining the need and process for 
Wasco County 2040, in addition to several other plan 
updates. 

Following presentations of all updates, community members were invited to provide testimony or 
comment.  As most pertained to general challenges or opportunities, they were compiled along with 
visioning material. 
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There were 62 people in attendance.  Four people provided testimony.     

Meeting minutes, including testimony, are in Appendix E. 

Workshop Exercises 
Staff and Citizen Advisory Group members held seven community workshops that included a short 
presentation, workshop exercises and a group discussion.  The four exercises were created to identify key 
topics of interest and concern for the community across Wasco County. 

What Land Use Planning Goals are a Priority for You asked participants to identify their top three land use 
planning goals (as identified by the State of Oregon) that they would like staff and the CAG to prioritize 
during the Wasco County 2040 process.  We received a total of 101 responses from 6 community meetings.   

Based on the feedback, the staff has identified the following planning goals (in addition to those required 
by the State for the VPR process) as a priority for our work plan: Land Use Planning; Agricultural Lands; 
Open Space, Scenic, Historic and Natural Resources; and Air, Water and Land Quality.  Based on the 
prioritization exercises, staff is recommending that the following land use planning goals be primarily 
updated by staff with expert input: Citizen Involvement; Forest Lands; Areas Subject to Natural Disasters 
and Hazards; Recreational Needs; Energy Conservation; and Urbanization. 

The Development Locations map asked participants to identify areas on a map of the county where they 
would like to see residential and employment growth and development.  We also provided an option for 
community members to identify where on the map they would like to see no growth.  The intention of this 
exercise if there was countywide consensus about areas of interest for more development activity, or if 
there was consensus on areas where the community felt development was at capacity.  The results of the 
exercises were very localized, with residents focusing their desire for development perceived to benefit 
their immediate communities.  In some cases, this was increasing residential and employment density in 
The Dalles, to keep it away from unincorporated and farming areas.  In others, like Tygh Valley, community 
members clearly wanted to see more development of all types in and around them. 

The Development Types list exercises encouraged contributors to think about a variety of land uses, 
including some that are currently prohibited in Wasco County, and indicate whether they wanted to 
encourage, discourage, or keep status quo on the uses.  Most communities appeared to also take a 
localized view of this exercise, so that when they felt their area was at development capacity this was 
reflected in the exercise.  Overall, results indicate that community members want to continue to 
concentrate residential and employment development in incorporated and rural service areas and maintain 
a variety of agricultural and forestry operations in our natural resource zones.   

Finally, using Wasco County’s new mission of Pioneering Pathways to Prosperity, we invited attendees to 
express what they felt, in terms of land use planning, could help them achieve prosperity.  Common themes 
that emerged from this exercise included: livable wage and sustainable jobs, education, affordable housing 
and preserving our natural and historic heritage and landscape are a priority for most residents. 

Photographs taken showing the workshop exercises can be seen in Appendix F. 
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    Petersburg Meeting May 10th     Tygh Valley Meeting June 8th   
 
Workshop Group Discussion 
Following the presentation and exercises, each workshop invited attendees to ask questions and share 
comments about the Wasco County 2040 process, their general concerns, priorities for the workplan, etc.  
Planning staff took both audio recordings and notes of the discussion to capture the main themes, ideas, 
and questions generated from discussion.  Approximately 30-45 minutes was allotted per workshop for 
discussion. 

Emergent themes from discussion include: water scarcity and need for conservation, economic 
development (need of good jobs), farm succession concerns, more flexibility needed for diverse lands in the 
County, affordable housing issues, and the need for clear rules that support community driven policy. 

There was significant discussion at the majority of meetings about minimum parcel size in Exclusive Farm 
Use zones.  Depending on the region of the County, sentiment indicated a wish for either a larger or a 
smaller minimum parcel size.  One of the ideas staff and Citizen Advisory Group members discussed with 
audience members is the potential for more flexibility depending on the part of the County, to reflect local 
needs. 

 
Wamic Meeting August 10th     Mosier Meeting July13th  
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Attendance (not including planning staff, Citizen Advisory Group members or County Commissioners) 

The Dalles: 5 
Petersburg: 38 
Tygh Valley: 40 
Mosier: 6 
Wamic: 8 
South County (Washington Family Ranch): 4 
Dufur: (pending) 
 

Comments submitted to staff at workshops can be read in Appendix G. 

Stakeholder Survey 

55 Citizen Advisory Group identified stakeholders were sent requests to either complete a survey, 
questionnaire or sit down with the project manager for a one on one interview to address some preliminary 
questions about the Comprehensive Plan Update. 

14 stakeholders completed portions of the online survey.  Most focused on the topics that were of interest 
or where they felt their agency/organization had input. 

Appendix H has the results from the stakeholder survey. 

Stakeholder Interviews 
Informal interviews were conducted with eight stakeholders over the course of the update process after 
they selected this option. 

Stakeholders on the whole limited their comments and input to the areas of their expertise, or subject 
which have a direct impact on their projects/plans/programs. 

Interview results can be viewed in Appendix I. 

Ad Hoc Meetings 
Several community organizations and individuals requested a meeting with staff to voice their opinions 
about the Wasco County 2040 process including the Wasco County Economic Development Commission 
Agricultural Subcommittee and members of the former Agricultural Resources Committee.  Notes were 
taken at each of these meetings and compiled into an analysis that can be read in Appendix J.  

 Staff also presented briefly to the Wasco county Economic Development Commission Board and the City of 
Maupin’s Planning Commission.  The main purpose of these presentations was to garner additional 
feedback and public involvement, as well as share our process and goals. 

Additional feedback from the meetings included a desire to have Planning Commission and other outreach 
activities outside of business hours and concern that the process would become a “popularity vote” rather 
than consensus building. 
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Social Media Engagement 
The Planning Department currently maintains 4 social media accounts, in addition to the project website, 
including YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest.  These accounts are used to push out material from 
the project website in order to increase audience engagement and capture.  All accounts have restricted 
comments in order to funnel comments through official methods. 

 

 
 

 
 

Followers 0 22 83  (views) 2 
Likes 0 7 1 NA 
Shares 0 0 0 NA 
Posts 30 41 2 101 
 

Project Website 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/wasco.wasco.73
https://twitter.com/WascoCoPlanning
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaWcgyXpQ0KAJDWqo8yIRjg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.pinterest.com/wascocounty/
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In March 2017, a project website (wasco2040.com) was launched to house information about the 
Comprehensive Plan Update, including data and research about Wasco County, upcoming events, ways to 
participate, and results from public participation. 

In addition to sharing information, the project website’s main goal is to channel public participation into 
methods that could help support visioning efforts including promoting the survey, offering an online 
comment submission form, links to social media pages, and offering a variety of ways to sign up for 
notifications on news and events. 

To date, the website has had 1,990 views by 551 visitors.  The project website has 5 signed up for 
notification by email, 24 by social media and 17 by feed. 

The most popular pages are:  Events Activities and Agendas, Wasco County 2040: Look Ahead, Upcoming 
Events, and Participate. 

The website has directed 42 people to take the survey, solicited 1 comment submitted via the online form. 

The website had the most view in March, when it was launched, but has continued with a steady 
readership of between 230 to 315 views a month. 

Notification List  
Staff has compiled a list, through meetings and the website, of all citizens who want notifications about 
news and events related to Wasco County 2040.  To date, the list has 62 individuals signed up.   

Staff sends out email notices for upcoming events and other news as they happen. 

Analysis 
Based on the feedback received through all methods of communication, staff has compiled suggestions as 
they relate to each land use planning goal.  It was synthesized in this way to help support finalization of the 
work plan as required by DLCD for Voluntary Periodic Review.    

Some of the points are contradictory, and will need consensus building during the policy phase: 

Goal 1: Citizen Involvement 
• Continued transparency and communication on land use cases, actions, and plan updates 

Goal 2: Land Use Planning 
• Updated and current plans are critical 
• Less restrictions (some of this is related to the National Scenic Area, which is out of scope) 
• Keep current restrictions to maintain current land use. 
• More restrictions to limit development. 

Goal 3: Agricultural Lands 
• More flexibility of regulations/rules for diverse agricultural lands across Wasco County 
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• Focus on “common sense” and knowledge based approaches to development, including the 
availability of water, the size of land required related to type of crop or livestock, and development 
standards that “make sense” and retain rural character (setbacks, home sizes, alternative housing) 

• Encourage or allow for agri-tourism in areas that are appropriate.  Discourage from areas where 
there is high level of commercial agricultural traffic or would create potentially dangerous 
transportation conflicts. 

• Valued added agriculture 
• More restrictions on OMGs 

Goal 4: Forest Lands 
• Encourage active forest management 
• Encourage forestry operations 
• More restrictions on OMGs 

Goal 5: Open Spaces, Scenic and Historic Areas and Natural Resources 
• Encourage oak habitat conservation 
• Preserve natural resources 

Goal 6: Air, Water and Land Resources Quality 
• Active water resource management 
• Reduce impact to water rights by discouraging certain high water demand types of development 
• Allow new uses, like residential, only in areas that have available water 

Goal 7: Areas Subject to Natural Disasters and Hazards 
• Make sure all references are up to date. 

Goal 8: Recreation  
• Opportunities for private and public recreation should be supported by land use planning. 

Goal 9: Economic Development 
• More jobs, better paying jobs, a diversity of jobs.   
• Land use planning can support job creation through flexibility/innovation. 
• Encourage technology networks (broadband, etc) 
• Support home occupations and make rules easier and more transparent. 

Goal 10: Housing 
• Explore potential for TDRs between farm lands and areas that are residential (including potential 

areas that were historically platted like Boyd) 
• Keep rural character and density of housing 
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• Explore potential for alternative housing types 

Goal 11: Public Facilities and Services 
• Explore potential for new South County school outside of Maupin UGB. 
• Better access to medical facilities 
• Encourage and support continued development of broadband/high speed internet.  This is 

particular critical for south County. 

Goal 12: Transportation 
• Better signage or facilities for shared roadways.   
• More support for roads, including maintenance.  Don’t increase capacity without means to support 

maintenance (tourism and recreation, commercial agriculture) 
• More notice for events happening on public right of ways. 

Goal 13: Energy 
• Incentives for residential/noncommercial alternative energy. 
• Update LUDO for commercial solar to make rules more transparent. 

Goal 14: Urbanization 
• Updated Joint Management Agreements with Wasco County and the Cities to ensure full 

development potential, including in the UGAs. 

In comparing all the workshop rankings of goal priorities, the top five goals for residents and business were: 

#1 – Agriculture 

#2 – Air, Water, and Land Quality 

#3 – Economic Development 

#4 – Open Space, Scenic and Historic Areas and Natural Areas 

#5 – Land Use Planning 

Recommendations 
In order to ensure timely completion of the update, staff is recommending the following workplan: 

We propose holding additional public workshops to draft policies related to Goals 2, 3, 5, 6 and 9.  
Specifically, we want to allow for targeted discussion on the following policy topics: 

Goal 2 (Land Use Planning): More flexible approaches to land use planning.   

Goal 3 (Agriculture): Support value added ag, including agri-tourism.  Explore more flexible minimum parcel 
sizes to increase economic development opportunities.   
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Goal 5 (Open Space, Scenic, and Historic and Natural Areas):  See if there are any additional resources 
people want to add to our inventories.  Establish a new process for historic review.  Update Wild and Scenic 
Rivers to reflect Federal and State designations and regulation.  

Goal 6 (Air, Water, and Land Quality):  Connect policies and implementation tools more directly to water 
conservation and management concerns. 

Goal 9 (Economic Development): Policies to continue to support agriculture as economic base of the 
County.  This may include diversify value added ag allowances, including Agri-Tourism.  Ways to support 
tourism and recreation in ways that don’t negatively impact existing uses or communities.       

We also propose having additional meetings with key subject experts for each of these topics to make 
recommendations about successful policy and implementation strategies. 

Based on public interest and feedback throughout the visioning process, staff proposes that amendments 
to Goals 1, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 be drafted internally.  Using the information from the visioning 
process, staff and technical experts will draft any policy and implementation updates which can be shared 
in workshops and then finalized in a public hearing.  Many of these changes will be non-substantive or 
mandatory, including updating references or requirements. 

Staff has included proposed revisions to the work plan. 

Conclusion 
Overall, the combined outreach efforts for visioning helped to reach 890 interested parties, and solicit 
opinions on a variety of issues that have impact on or are impacted by land use planning. 

The roadshow workshops were particularly successful, and we had a lot of positive feedback from residents 
who appreciated staff making the effort to hold meetings close to their homes, offer a platform to discuss 
challenges and opportunities, and be open to potential amendments.  

Staff has also received positive feedback about outreach materials, including the website, which offer some 
analysis about issues pertaining to land use planning.  The engagement levels with the material have 
demonstrated that interesting, highly visual material is a great method for communicating complex issues. 

Social media engagement has trended fairly low, despite survey respondents indicating they learned about 
events through social media.  However, we did hear from a few workshop attendees that they learned 
about events on Facebook, so staff will continue to explore expanding reach through social media. 
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Appendix A 

 

Additional Comments: 

• Proactive. 
• Hopeful continued maintenance and development with expansion 
• Beauty, proximity to Portland, growing population of Portland, some of whom could find recreation and 

refuge in nearby and affordable Wasco County. 
• We have limited resources - people, passion, dollars, ideas, and vision to address a plethora of County 

issues - i.e. aging historical infrastructure; residential pockets of blight and illegal behavior in the 
unincorporated areas; agricultural policies (not controlled very much at the County level) that support 
large farms, farm subsidies, and absentee landowners to the detriment of rural community services and 
economic/social vitality; and, limited power - politically and collaboratively - to address Federal and 
State activities in our area, such as wind farms, groundwater overuse, overallocation of surface water, 
and regulation of farming/ranching practices. 

• Great place, economic diversity, active communities 
• Too many people moving here & allowing more & more land abuse 
• No/Low paying jobs, drugs, crime, HUD/welfare abuse 
• There are new people coming in that are willing to invest and give input into creating a more sustainable 

form of life here. 
• Because we are a growing business in South Wasco County 
• Minimal living wage jobs and education opportunities, stagnant economy, drugs, and high welfare use. 
• Still wide open,clean air, alot of recreation access, generally conservative, not too much crowding 
• If we improve infustructure, education, agriculture, city planning, and jobs things will be amazing. 
• Mainly due to many years of extremely strict zoning laws and very unfriendly or even hostile county 

planners. 
• Because it's rural. 
• Great people, opportunity. 
• Urban Growth Boundary for TD is not forward-thinking. Also, today is 6/7/17, and I am just now seeing 

this survey. Why don't you send it to all taxpayers???? 
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• very conflicted on this because... i have grown up here and seen a lot of positive growth inn the 
community. however i have a small business and the regulations wasco county passed is forcing us to 
not grow the business or relocate. 

• You are trying to become like Portland 
• It seems many of our resources such as clean water and open spaces are being abused by local 

landowners, developers, ranchers and farmers. 
• Brought up in a rural area conditioned to solve challenges to live better and pass on 
• Because agriculture land is being encroached on 
• One of the few undeveloped areas of Oregon 
• No decent jobs, excessive welfare, drugs and crime 
• Push for small irrigated farms on desert land with limited water resources. A few loud voices dominate 

all conversation. Many rule are currently ignored with impunity. 
• Land use is too restrictive 
• Not overly developed. 
• Because there is so much land protected for farming and recreation, and potential for more! 
• The Dalles is doing really well compared to 20 years ago and Google investment is phenomenal. Rural 

county will do well as TD does well and is in much better shape than most of rural Central/Eastern OR 
• Because it is agriculture, with wide open spaces, unsullied by sprawling subburbs that threaten the very 

reason the majority of people move out here. To get away from cities, their crime, their noise, and the 
crowds. Leave it the way it is. 

• To many regulations, trying to push town out into the country 
• I believe that the community in Wasco County have worked well together over the past few years to 

recognize areas of improvement needed. For example, the Fort Dalles 4th was an initiative started 
within the community. 

• Its a good place to get away to. 
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• Ranchettes (recreational homes on 5-10 acre plots) adjacent to established residential areas that could 
be marketed as summer homes 

• Conservation and restoration of Pine-Oak woodlands - on private and public lands, protection of natural 
upland and riparian/riverine areas on private and public land, efforts to develop 
walking/biking/horseback riding trail systems, expansion of the Northern Wasco County Parks & 
Recreation District into Northern Wasco County, expansion of streamside protections and restorations 
on private property and public lands, and public access to, and onto, private lands. 

• Doing away with the 160 acre minimum to build home on Ag land 
• organic farming, alternative crops 
• Smaller farms- getting away from the 160 acre rule for building a home on ag land 
• Mostly focus on urban area growth, but allow for limited urban growth boundary expansion 
• For land we NEED to keep everything local and shorten the supply chain. We need to make our own 

food fast aka hydroponic farmimg cheaper than normal farming and does a better job. We need a ton of 
green energy farms. We NEED public transportation. We need nicer roads. We need better schools. We 
need more housing for more jobs for more people. 

• Reasonable re zoning in certain areas that fit the topography and demographic of the specific 
community. 

• hemp growing 
• recreation/tech industry ... second homes.. more rev to county 
• how about agriculture such as small farms, organic farms 
• Stay the same with minimum land acreage in north county. Maybe smaller in south county where ag 

opportunities are lower than can cause much larger scales of operation 
• Bike lanes 
• Open space, undeveloped views of the west 
• dissolve the 160 acre minimum to build homes on ag land 
• Family Farms 
• big game winter range, oak habitat conservation, scenic corridors, wildlife preserves 
• Hospitality/resort 
• Land conservation and preservation. 
• Recreational tourism: fishing, hunting, hiking, etc. Huge forgotten asset... 
• The land in the Scenic Act needs to be relooked at as there are numerous acres that can't be seen. 
• Allowing homes to be built on acres less than 160, w/o conditional use exceptions. 
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• Acceptable/Affordable housing, liveable apartment complex's. We do not currently have any 
respectable apt. communities. Even if it is temporary housing for individuals looking to buy a home, it 
would be great to market luxury apts. to those from other states/areas, etc. 

• Hemp production 
• Ability to build on forest lands with less than 240 acres 

 

• unregulated single family residential on farm and protected land 
• The expansion of water-intensive agriculture practices, such as vineyards and cherry orchards, into low 

moisture areas of the County, wind farms that have not been thoroughly vetted through a collaborative 
citizen process for location, viewshed blemish, and bird mortality issues. 

• Large festivals & other noise generating invasive events in rural agricultural areas 
• Out of area investors purchasing homes to enroll in HUD 
• use of GMO crops and chemical weed management 
• breaking up large tracts of ag lands for smaller building sites 
• Marijuana growing, subdivisions 
• Doing nothing with it. 
• Blanket zoning laws for whole county 
• changing zoning laws without a vote 
• heavy industry 
• industrial 
• Party sites such as the What The Festival or other events that are invasive to the privacy of land and 

home owners and solely benefit the greedy landowners who abuse the land. 
• Keep the cults out 
• Reducing lot size minimums. We don't have enough water as it is. 
• private land festivals 
• Smaller lot sizes, wind farms 
• marijuana grow operations 
• Water intensive options 
• nuclear facilities or nuclear waste disposals; biohazard, biofuel or medical waste disposal cogen plants; 

residential or industrial sprawl in resource lands; all hunting in or near rural residential lands or wildlife 
preserves, all hunting in special or general Columbia Gorge National Scenic management areas or in or 
near any local, county or state parks or viewpoints. 

• Development 
• Festivals on private land, in the rural areas where there is not enough facilities to support them, and the 

noise is to loud for the natural habitat. 
• Mining/Fracking 
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Additional Comments: 

• Wasco County should be a more authentic - and affordable - rural Oregon experience than Bend 
• Leap-frog development of residental areas outside of the incorporated communities resulting in a 

diminishment of the rural character of the County. 
• off grid housing, homes built around a community park vs private front lawns. 
• Well there are plenty of cheap invoative ways to make small homes that we should invest in keep it low 

charge making more tax paying people and having more people fill in the jobs for infrustcture, 
agriculture, and a few other things. As well as keeping homeless away, creating a higher demand for 
local food creating more jobs for farming. Makimg fundamentals of a great city. Keeping the old near 
hospitals keeping things close and easy to get to will help a lot. 
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• This question is confusing if you don't believe that unincorporated areas should be developed 
residentially. 

• People are aware of what rural Wasco Co. is like when they move here. Leave it rural and take your 
development and keep it in The Dalles. 

• Not sure what rural character means. 
• Water and Irrigation Rights - Very Important 

 

 

Additional Comments: 

• Agriculture tourism dovetails nicely with existing land uses 
• We have already experienced the rudeness of local winery with loud parties, drunks urinating in our 

yard, & drunks speeding down the gravel road in front of our home. 
• Not compatible with current dryland farming and narrow market roads 
• I have stayed at a farm stay in NZ .. it was wonderful and helpful for the farmers. 
• It brings more money in so its good. 
• No harm in promoting additional revenue to landowners. 
• tourists have to stay somewhere when they visit 
• I love farm stands and the people that farm. Please promote this. 
• I don't think a tourism economy - in general - is healthy or sustainable, both economically and 

ecologically. 
• It builds on a large existing industry without excessive new construction. 
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• not only helps agriculture...hospitality industry can also benefit. farm to table, b&b's, catering events 
• This is a bad idea for those of us who moved here for privacy and peace from other people. Why must 

this be even considered a business? Our neighbor farmers are terribly inconsiderate with multiple drunk 
parties on their winery. We put up with drunk mouthy people already on a weekly basis. 

• Encourages ag's side of story 
• The idea sounds appealing, but the liability concerns and the extra trouble that comes with increased 

traffice (litter, fire danger, trespassing, theft, etc.) is not worth it. 
• Wasco County needs to attract more affluent visitors, thereby possibly attracting affluent people to set 

up small businesses 
• Currently our infrastructure does not support the increased traffic to current attractions. People who 

bike in farming areas are already placing themselves and equipment operators in danger due to road 
sizes and lack of turnouts, public parking, etc. Fire risk is already high, tourists probably will not realize 
and could start some devastating blazes. 

• The county roads are quite dangerous with the weekend bicycle use we already have. We don't have the 
infrastructure or resources to deal with increased tourism. 

• This would be a great way to bring much needed dollars to our county 
• Not if it negatively impacts resource lands. 
• It helps maintain a culture of farming, supports farming families and promotes economic development 

that does not distroy the environment, instead it encourges people to connect with the land around 
them. 

• I wouldn't like the increase of road traffic and the type of person who would pay to experience ag 
tourism. But increased revenue is worth it for local families. 

• Only if the immediate neighbors who may be impacted by increased traffic, congestion, and noise will 
consent to having the peace of their way of life screwed up. 

• As long as they are not tacky - Sandoz farms does a good job 
• Agricultural Tourism would be a major way to advertise Wasco Co and attract new people to the 

agricultural industry here. 

 

• We need to know what success looks like and also know what we don't want. 
• To have the process be as inclusive (OF ALL STAKEHOLDERS) as possible - and to mimic the collaborative 

processes being utilized by the Forest Service to reach a common agreement and commitment of our 
citizens to a final updated plan. 

• Flexibility, achievable goals 
• Not crowding humans together as some people don't want this to be the next Hood River or Portland!!!! 
• How to develop a better reputation for the county. Try to break out of the stigma of "The Dirty", meth 

and welfare that people from other counties think of when they think of Wasco County. 
• Economically sustainable. 
• Remembering to keep very south county in mind. 
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• Create a plan that is holistic...sustainable and nurtures the people and the land. 
• attracting productive individuals, not homeless! 
• Housing for the jobs we are developing 
• maintaining rural character but somehow increase job opportunites. do not become like Bend or Hood 

River 
• Economic 
• Welcome other forms of agriculture other than wheat. Promote fruit/nut trees, lavendar, etc. Think 

about a limit on the pot grows, Wasco County already has a reputation for drugs and welfare, we don't 
need to make it worse. 

• affordable housing while encouraging farming/rural uses 
• Retaining rural character and values. Honoring long-time families who have helped to build the county. 

Not getting addicted to growth, but allowing for careful expansion fitting the character of the county. 
• Infrustcture on a low rise type of city with easy public transportation, low cost housing to high cost 

housing so people can work their way up, Education and work experience that benefits Wasco County 
from the youth, keeping the community together and happy while keeping the supply chains for things 
short so we make and sell everything we need making a lot more jobs. Making more hospitals and 
making it easier to get to them. Investing heavily in green energy we have a ton of hills no one can farm 
on or live on and we might as well put a solar panel there and become one of the most clean and green 
city's ever. Making sure everyone even the disabled can walk around easily. Making the entire county as 
green and full of plants as possible. Using our rivers to our full extent. Making our own large fish farms 
and bird farms and maybe be different from the rest of the united states and focus on health with fresh 
vegetables and promote healthy eating. Having these things will bring in more people and bring in more 
business. 

• Being able to zone specifically to each communities needs and topography in our very diverse county. 
Ease the process of addressing zoning issues with landowners. 

• Listen to the rural folks more than the city folks retiring into the area. 
• Not just listening to public input, but actually using it in the plan. After the plan is made, not making 

zoning changes without a vote of the people. 
• Allowing property owners to be able to use their property, ensuring water supply by not allowing 

overuse. 
• Let us build an outbuilding that is bigger than 63 square feet (apparently what the Scenic Area 

regulations limit). Stop micromanaging my house color. If you made the regulations tolerable, more 
landowners in the Scenic area would comply. Be the VOICE OF REASON. 

• Small-scale (community-scale!) business possibility. If our community can sustain itself, we will be so 
much more healthy! Big industry, like the aluminum plant, is not a good jobs solution, and big chain 
stores don't keep our dollars or our pride local. 

• Local food security, opportunities for agricultural succession, on-farm processing facilities (beer, 
whiskey, food in addition to wine), helping rural residents understand agricultural process. 

• Sustainable growth 
• Water 
• Medical in rural areas. More country support to South county rural unicoperatrd community's, from 

roads to fire and medical. From Tygh Valley south we seem to be a low priority. 
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• Do we want to look like ORANGE COUNTY CALIFORNIA? NO!! Allowing farm land to be parceled out in 
small increments is a poor idea. Water is also a NON RENEWABLE resource. It is already being ruined by 
farmers who allow their stock to crap in the creeks and waterways. Allowing orchards to go in after 
houses are already in the area is poor planning as well. We watch every year as the orchardists next to 
us allow their water to run all year long to the point it does road damage. Ridiculous and wasteful. No 
wonder these people have a reputation for arrogance and greediness. 

• Economic development in spreading out tax base thru jobs and employment that will provide funding 
for county services thru multiplier effect. 

• To not allow anything less than 160 acre lot size. 
• We have a severe shortage of water. We should be making what we have better versus forgetting about 

it and building more. 
• I think the most important issue to consider is that we have limited resources, namely water, in Wasco 

County. As you bring more non-farm uses into farm zones, you increase the need for resources and 
services (fire protection, ambulance, police, etc.) 

• Protecting what you already have, The rural American west. Big Sky Country on the west coast, their not 
making any more of it. 

• Without decent, living wage jobs all we will continue to have is welfare, drugs, and crime. It has been on 
a fast track to destruction in South County without good jobs. 

• Viability of established land use, before new untested. How will the plan be enforced. There are a 
number of questionable at best projects that are not being dealt with under the current plan. 

• There is a limited water supply in Wasco County that can only support a small number of residences. We 
also have a lot of open space that is important for its aesthetic value, as wildlife habitat, and for dryland 
agriculture. Too much development in rural areas of the county would destroy its unique landscape.\ 

• water availability and climate change 
• More flexibility in zoning and development to encourage creative projects in the future. 
• protecting Farmers ability to farm. It's a business that employ's many people and having housing around 

it cripples that ability. 
• Preserve resource lands and don't allow development where it doesn't belong. 
• Marijuana facilities are on Efu and processing as well. Are they paying taxes or are they getting a break 

because of deferment etc? The farms I've toured are generating around 1.5m a year profit 
• Please consider our gorge community's need for protecting the quality of life, environment, and culture 

that we have. I know that economic development is important, let's find ways to do it that do not exploit 
what we love about this place. 

• There are much more environmental assets outside of agriculture. 
• Taking into consideration why people move to the country in the first place. To get away from growth, 

noise, inconsiderate city people, and all the crap that goes with cities. 
• Having the commissioners being on the same page as the people they represent!! 
• Knowing the individuals who are involved in the Wasco County planning department, I know that they 

are a very sharp group of people and have thought of a lot of different alternatives for the future. Of 
most importance is that we keep the spirit of Wasco County and don't loose it by trying to 
accommodate the demands of the 21st century. It is a fine balance to attract and retain individuals, 
businesses and agricultural initiatives to this area--but let's not loose sight of our rural community. We 
are unique if what we offer. 
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• To make sure Wasco Co. stays country. i.e. no urban and suburban sprawl, no single-family 
"communities". Wasco Co. should promote green and self-sustainable solutions to help push more 
Permaculture farming. 

• Dont restrict my land use, actually loosen the land use restrictions, specifically in forest lands 
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Appendix B – Online Comment Submissions 

 

Name: Talon Fletcher 
 
 
Comment: Hello, I'm Talon Fletcher A 18 year old Graduate from The Oregon National Guard Youth Challenge 
Program. My friend and I have been interested in Wasco County for some time now because of how bare it is. Things 
that need to be fixed are infustructure, education, and jobs. Out side corporations such as chain restaurants and bigger 
stores lengthen the supply chain creating less jobs for the people in Wasco county. Keeping the supply chain short and 
forcing everything to be local will make more jobs and local business opportunities as well as bring more people in from 
other city's. We will also need more housing in the rural areas such as pine hollow and tye valley. For education I would 
start with funding high school classes that offer college credits for the things that Wasco county needs so there will be a 
high demand for job such as road workers, carpenter's, city planners, green energy engineering, hydroponic agriculture, 
business, and many more things like firefighting. Keeping the youth in Wasco County will also promote higher rates of 
birth and more settled family's. Help funding a job corps that is also incorporated with the community college will make 
sure people have plenty of job skills. If I were a leader at Wasco county I would also take advantage of OYCP the same 
way Beaverton schools do. Making the community come together with events and community service for work 
experience. making Wasco county easier to get around such as trimet. Making Wasco more user Friendly, up to date 
and high tech will make Wasco County a Great place to live. One day I would like to have a political position at Wasco 
County and I'm determined to do so. 
 
Would you like to be added to our notification list for news and events?: Yes 
 
Time: 10 Jun 2017 at 6:20 am 
IP Address: 172.58.40.89 
Contact Form URL: https://wasco2040.com/submit-a-comment/ 
Sent by an unverified visitor to your site. 
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Appendix C – Emailed Comments 
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Comments for Petersburg Area Roadshow 
May 10, 2017 
Amy Kaser 
4456 Fifteen Mile Rd. 
The Dalles, OR  97058 
541-296-6914 
kaseramy@gmail.com 
 
Wasco County is a unique and special place.  Geographically, it encompasses everything from forest to 
desert, and is bordered on the north by a mighty river.  Geologically, it has been affected by the Missoula 
floods and massive basalt flows.  It is agriculturally diverse and has a very interesting history.  Thank you for 
the outreach you are doing to include public opinion in your long term comprehensive plan. 
 
Comment #1:  Lot Size 
My top concern is that Wasco County preserve the 160 acre lot size for farm use in Wasco County, especially 
in the northeastern wheat country.  Wheat farming requires large tracts of land in order to make it 
economically viable.  On a 4000 acre dryland wheat farm, only 2000 acres are in production every year, 
due to the lack of moisture.  This means that half of the land is not generating income, but is in fact creating 
outflow as you maintain it and prepare it for next year’s crop.  Wheat is one of the few crops that can grow 
in a dryland situation, so farmers must increase their acreage in order to be profitable off the half of their 
land that is in production.  The costs of sprays, fertilizers and equipment, combined with the low price of 
wheat make economies of scale critical in the farm use area between highway 197 and the Deschutes. 
 
Another concern that arises with decreasing lot sizes is the lack of water in this part of the county.  If more 
houses are allowed, there must be more wells drilled, which leads to draw down of the water table.  The 
underground geology of water sources and storage aquifers in Wasco County is very complicated, and much 
more research needs to be done.  It would be reckless to approve smaller lot sizes without a thorough 
understanding of the water table and its effects on local streams, including Fifteenmile Creek, which is a 
threatened steelhead stream.  
 
Third, as you increase populations in rural areas, you increase the chances of fire, theft, trespassing, and 
poaching.  Along with these concerns, you must also consider that the county will need to provide the services 
that go along with them:  fire protection, police protection, and ambulance service.   
 
Comment #2:  Recreational Use of Roads 
As you know, the lovely, mostly flat road system in the Petersburg area is a big draw for bicyclists.  The roads 
out here are narrow, and the lanes are not designed for a bicycle and a large truck to share.  Many cyclists 
are very aware of the farm traffic and do their best to yield to vehicles.  However, there are some who will 
not move over when there is vehicle behind them.  The bike loop that most people take is quite long, and there 
are no restrooms for the cyclists to use.  As a result, many use private property as a pit stop, which is quite 
unpleasant (and unsanitary) for the landowners.    
 
My feeling about bicyclists is that a little education goes a long way.  I encourage the county to consider 
signage that educates cyclists about the dangers of riding on farm-to-market roads.  These signs could be 
placed at common starting points (Big Jim’s, the old Petersburg school, etc.)  I also think the county should 
provide a large, visible sign that is erected during wheat harvest.  When this has been done in the past by a 
private individual, it significantly decreases bike traffic during harvest, and changes the behavior of those 

mailto:kaseramy@gmail.com
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cyclists who choose to brave the road.  When this sign is up, I notice that almost every cyclist will pull off the 
road when they hear a large truck coming.  As a wheat truck driver, I cannot tell you how important this is.  
Those who drive semi trucks with grain trailers live with the fear that the bike will be struck by the trailer as 
they try to navigate some of the narrow parts of the road.  Anything you can do to mitigate the danger 
would serve everyone.  The bicyclist motto “Share the Road” needs to go both ways.  I think outreach also 
needs to occur to those who design the tourist websites and brochures and the tour companies who host guided 
bike tours.  There has to be a way for farms and recreation to coexist.  I encourage the county to find a 
balance in their long-term plan. 
 
Comment #3:  Private Festivals 
I think the most misguided permit ever issued was the one that permitted “What the Festival” on private land 
in Wasco County.  While I understand the reasoning from an economic point of view, this event makes very 
little sense from any other aspect.  Taxpayer dollars are spent providing a police presence at an event that is 
no doubt filled with alcohol and other drugs.  People at events like this are drinking and not sleeping, both of 
which lead to poor judgment.  It is only a matter of time before a major calamity arises from an event like 
this.  Imagine the tragedy if a concertgoer or a short in a speaker or guitar were to start a fire and hundreds 
of people were trapped by the flames.  Imagine if the fire were to spread (as fire often does in windy 
climates) to local wheat crops, cattle, and homes.  The risk is too great and the reward too small for this 
practice to continue.  Events such as this should be held where they can be accommodated safely, not out in 
the woods on private property. 
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Appendix D – Mailed Comments
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Appendix E – April 11th Meeting Minutes (Including Testimony) 

WASCO COUNTY CITIZEN’S ADVISORY GROUP 
April 11, 2017 

Meeting begins immediately following the  
3:00 p.m. Planning Commission/CAG Meeting 

Columbia Gorge Discovery Center 
5000 Discovery Dr 

Theater 
The Dalles, OR  97058 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Members Present: Chair Mike Davis, Vice Chair Lynne Erickson, Rus Hargrave, Vicki Ashley, Andrew 
Myers, and Chris Schanno 
 
Absent Members:  Brad DeHart, and Jeff Handley 
 
Staff Present:  Senior Planner Dustin Nilsen, Long Range Planner Kelly Howsley Glover, Associate Planner 
Dawn Baird, Associate Planner Will Smith, Assistant Planner Brent Bybee, Assistant Planner Riley Marcus, 
Program Assistant Jensi Smith, and Planning Coordinator Brenda Jenkins,  
 
Chair Mike Davis called the Citizen’s Advisory Group meeting to order at 4:25 p.m. 

 

Chair Davis asked if all the members read the material for tonight’s meeting.   

 

Davis then went over the ground rules for how to conduct the meeting: 

• Do not interrupt presentations, please write down your questions for discussion after presenters are 
finished. 

• You must be recognized by the chair or vice chair before speaking. 
• Stay on the agenda, and reserve any non-agenda items for the ‘parking lot’ for future discussion. 
• Consensus means majority.  Items that have reached consensus can be recommended to the Planning 

Commission for a formal vote.  
• Meetings should conclude by determining action items and setting agenda for subsequent meetings.  

 

Chair Davis asked Long Range Planner Kelly Howsley Glover to give the Presentation.  

See Attachment A for Planner Howsley Glover’s presentation. 

Howsley Glover then discussed the upcoming Road Show events and the locations we are hoping to hold the 
events.  She discussed that the CAG needs to set a number of Road Shows to be held in a way to assure the 
greatest amount of public participation.  We also need to sensitive to the times  and locations to ensure 
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convenience for the public to attend.  She explained that Wasco County is hoping to partner with existing 
groups and organizations to piggy back on their meetings.  She said we are hoping for a broad 
representation of views from all of Wasco County and we recognize that the needs of South Wasco County 
are different than the needs of the Mosier area for example.   She explained that the County promised the 
Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) to educate the public on land use planning, 
helping the public to understand the process and how to get involved.  DLCD will use our example to assist in 
other counties.   

Howsley Glover then explained the options available:  

Option 1 Open House and Presentation – 30 minute Open House with one on one time with planning staff 
followed by a 30 minute presentation.   

Option 2 Presentation and Dot Exercise – 30 minute presentation on the project timelines, process, etc 
followed by a dot exercise to prioritize Goal related work and public visioning.  The dot exercise will ask a 
series of questions, letting the public use the dots to identify and prioritize the importance of topics. 

Option 3 Brief presentation & small group listening sessions – 15 minute overview of process/project then 
break out sessions of small groups with staff and CAG members there to facilitate discussion.   

Howsley Glover stated that there were three proposed dates scheduled: 

• Tuesday, May 2nd at the regular Planning Commission meeting at the Gorge Discovery Center.  
• Wednesday, May 10th at the Petersburg Agriculture Group meeting 
• Thursday, June 8th at the South Wasco Alliance Town Hall meeting at the Tygh Valley Community 

Center.  
Chair Davis asked if it would be possible to combine the options.  Howsley Glover stated that the options 
were just to get the conversation started, the Group could certainly combine to any configuration they liked.  
Hargrave stated that he like a combination of options 1 & 2.  He thinks doing the presentation and then 
having an having a breakout by allowing the public to do the dot exercise.  Ashley stated that she thought 
more people will be inclined to do the dot exercise than publicly speak. Erickson stated that conversations 
need to be broken down to capture what people are saying.  Hargrave stated that taking today’s session as 
an example, with the people mingling, recording the conversations would not have been possible.  Dots could 
be quantified.  Chair Davis suggested summarizing the presentation then moving to option 2 and the dot 
exercise with personal dialogs with the public.  Hargrave suggested that the number of dots would need to be 
limited per person.   
 
Ashley moved to accept the Road Show presentation of combining options 1,2, and 3 to get the dialog from 
the citizens rather than the group members.  Hargrave seconded.  Chair Davis called for the vote.  Vote was 
unanimous.   
 
Howsley Glover stated that staff has made a recommendation on the number of meetings, she would like 
suggestions on locations for the meetings.  Chair Davis stated that there should be 6 to 8 Road Shows.  
Ashley stated that she didn’t think they should set a number on the meetings in case they go into a community 
and there are overflow questions and they might need to schedule a second meeting for that area.  Howsley 
Glover stated that the number would be a target, not inflexible.  They could always add extra meetings if 
needed.  Davis stated that the Mosier area should be one location, as well as the Pine Hollow area.  
Hargrave stated that 6 to 8 sounds good, but he leans towards having 8 meetings.  He feels that the areas 
are varied geographically and more meetings would be good.  He would like to see one in deep south 
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county.  Ashley stated that one needed to be held at the Antelope/Shaniko area.  She stated that many 
people from down there won’t drive north to attend the meetings.  She suggested the Shaniko School as a 
location.  Chair Davis stated that he agrees with 6 to 8 meetings.   He wants to define where the meeting will 
be held.  Howsley Glover noted that we need to make sure that the meetings are scheduled at the most 
appropriate time frames for the target communities, so a list would be beneficial.  She also stated it takes 
approximately a month to coordinate the meeting.  She stated that she still needs recommendations of 
community members or organizations to reach out to for coordination of the meetings.  
 
The following locations were agreed upon by consensus:  

• The Dalles 
• Petersburg 
• Tygh Valley 
• Mosier 
• Pine Hollow 
• Dufur 
• Shaniko 

 
Howsley Glover also stated that staff will be tabling at community events such as the fair.  She also 
reminded the Group that there will be a final meeting held in The Dalles as a “wrap up”.  She further 
explained that due to the number of Road Shows, the CAG will not be meeting for work sessions until August.   
 
Chair Davis called for public comments.  
 
Tom Peters – Mason Road:  Mr Peters  suggested putting the dot survey on the web, that way the public can 
be informed on what the meeting will be, so people can come prepared.  He feels this would get more 
valuable feedback. He also feels that none of the meetings should be private residences; they should all be at 
public spaces. 
 
Amy Kaser – Fifteen Mile: Dot exercise is great because it gives you a real visual. Consider putting in a 
reflection period were people will have a chance to ask questions to the whole group that way they can hear 
what their neighbors are concerned with as well.  
 
Leslie Martinez – flew in for this meeting, it has been a great opportunity. She will not be able make all 
meetings. Maybe do webinar meetings, she would like to stay up to date.  
Steve Kramer – He listened to the discussion on where to hold meetings in Mosier, Dufur, The Dalles, Maupin. 
We need to look at the time frame to consider harvest, especially folks in the EFU.  

Chair Davis stated that the next meeting will be May 2nd in The Dalles at the Gorge Discovery Center, Lower 
Level Classroom at 3:00pm.  He invited the public to all please come, jot down questions, and comments on 
what you envision the county to be.  

Meeting was adjourned at 5:16 pm. 
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Appendix F – Photos from Workshop Exercises 

 

The Dalles: 
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Petersburg: 
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Tygh Valley: 
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Mosier:  
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Wamic:  
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Appendix G – Workshop Comments (in Writing) 
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Appendix H – Stakeholder Survey 
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Comments: 

• Will refer to WC plan when the Parks and Rec master plan is developed 
• We may retain documents related to Wasco County’s Goal 5 work, but not in our “plans.” 
• Could be in future revisions of long range plan for strategic funding in the County. 
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Other: 

• Planning department notifications 
• All of the above 
• Word of mouth 
• Talking with county and city officials 
• WamPinRock News for South County 
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Appendix I – Stakeholder Interviews 

 

 

Additional Feedback: 

• Update overdue 
• Agro-tourism is more than farm stands and wineries.  Encourage farmers (and planners as we think 

through uses/criteria) to think outside the box.   
• 160 acre lot sizes serves as protection for big game.  If lot sizes were decreased, we may need an 

expansion of EPD-8.  ODFW likely to have concerns about residential or recreational uses being 
expanded in forest zones. 
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Appendix J – Ad Hoc Meeting Analysis 
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