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The western boundary of Wasco County is, by in large, 
forested lands.  Roughly 40% is publicly owned by 
federal, state, and local entities and 40% is held in 
tribal trust, with the rest privately owned.   
 
In addition to its value for commercial timber, the 
lands have unique recreational, habitat, and watershed 
values.  Forest lands in Wasco County consist of three 
general types: grass-shrub, principle forest, and upper-
slope forest zones.  The grass-shrub is used primarily 
for grazing and is privately owned.  Lower elevation 
principle forest zones are also commonly used for 
range land but also have Ponderosa Pine which is 
valued for timber production.  Upper-slope forest zone 
has true fir, mountain hemlock, lodge pole pine and 
western larch. 
 
Wasco County protects forest lands for its forestry, 
recreation, watershed and habitat. 

 

 

  

  

Historical Perspective 
 

Lands were determined to be 
suitable for forest uses based on 
forest site class.  The site class 
inventory was an estimate of the 
productive potential of forest land 
for wood growth.  The site class can 
be translated to cubic 
feet/acre/year.  Generally, forest 
site classes less than VII are 
considered to be of commercial 
quality. 
 
Public timber harvest peaked in the 
early 1980s, while private industry 
had peak harvest between 1985 and 
1991.  Following statewide 
restrictions on forestry as a result of 
species protections, Wasco County 
lost several wood processing 
facilities and commercial timber 
harvest companies.   
 
In addition to value for commercial 
forest production, many of the 
forest lands in Wasco County are in 
critical habitat, watershed, or in 
topographically constrained sites.  
This includes forested lands that 
have Oregon White Oak. 
 
Early zoning in Wasco County 
included a 40 acre minimum parcel 
forest zone in addition to the 80 
acres.   
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Statewide Planning 
Goal 4 

To conserve forest lands by 
maintaining the forest land 
base and to protect the 
state’s forest economy by 
making possible 
economically efficient 
forest practices that assure 
the continuous growing 
and harvesting of forest 
tree species as the leading 
use on forest land 
consistent with sound 
management of soil, air, 
water, and fish and wildlife 
resources and to provide 
for recreational 
opportunities and 
agriculture. 

 
Excerpt from 

OAR 660-015-0000(4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross-Reference 
Additional policies related 
to this goal: 
    

Wasco County Goal 4 
Forest Lands 

To conserve forest lands by maintaining the forest land 
base and to protect the state’s forest economy by making 
possible economically efficient forest practices that assure 
the continuous growing and harvesting of forest tree 
species as the leading use on forest land consistent with 
sound management of soil, air, water, and fish and wildlife 
resources and to provide for recreational opportunities and 
agriculture. 

Staff photo (2018) of F-2 property with Mt. Hood view. 
 



 
4.1.1 Land use regulationi and tax incentives should be designed to safeguard forest 

management operations on both private and public lands. 

Implementation for Policy 4.1.1: 

a. Only allow residential development as conditional uses in the F-2 Forest zone. 

b. Prohibit residential development in the F-1 Forest zoneii. 

c. The minimum lot size of lands designated on the Comprehensive Plan map as “Forest” 
shall be eighty (80) acres (ORS 215.780)iii. 

d. Approval of a conditional use permit for a dwelling not in conjunction with a forest use 
shall be preceded by the parcels disqualification from receiving a farm or forest tax 
deferral. 

e. Maintain site requirements for compatibility of new dwellings and accessory buildings 
and structures to minimize wildfire risk, conserve forest values, and reduce non-
resource impacts to resource uses.  Site requirements include setbacks, clustering of 
development, proximity to public roads, development on least productive portions of 
land, authorization for domestic water supply, and required road maintenance. 

f. Maintain forest stocking requirements, in conjunction with the Oregon Forest Practices 
Act, with the approval of a dwelling in forest lands. 

 

4.1.2 Lands within the F-1 Forest designation shall be managed for maintenance of 
water quality and quantity, in addition to timber protection, fish and wildlife, soil 
conservation and air quality. 

Implementation for Policy 4.1.2: 

a. Residential development, excepting Temporary Medical Hardship dwellings, is 
prohibited in the F-1 zone to protect resources, including surface water sources, from 
conflicts that are unable to be mitigated. 

b. Other urban uses and activities, like commercial not in conjunction with forestry, will be 
prohibited to protect resources. 

 

4.1.3 All physical development should be located such that it minimizes the risk of 
wildfire and allows for assistance in the control of wildfireiv. 

Implementation for Policy 4.1.3: 

Policies 



a. All physical developments shall implement the applicable Fire Safety Standards of the 
zone in a timely manner.  Physical developments that do not implement the Fire Safety 
Standards in a timely manner shall be considered a code compliance violation. 

b. A functioning on-site water supply shall be implemented prior to issuance of any zoning 
approval/building permit within the F-1 and F-2 Forest zones.   The aforementioned 
water supply shall be connected to all applicable Fire Safety Standards of the zone. 

c. In the “F-1” & “F-2” Forest Zones, coordination with the local fire protection agency 
shall occur prior to any land use application. Where development does not fall within a 
structural fire protection district, coordination with the applicable wildland interface 
agencies shall occur. Close consideration of the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) setting, 
Wildfire Hazard designation, and Mitigation Difficulty for that area shall occur with 
agency coordinationv.  

d. Requests for dwellings not in conjunction with forest use, on property which is located 
outside of a rural fire protection district, shall not be accepted by the Approving 
Authority unless a contract for services has been reached with a rural fire protection 
district. 

 

4.1.4 Coordination with the Oregon Department of Forestry and Oregon Department 
of Fish and Wildlife should occur whenever possible during the land use review 
process. 

Implementation for Policy 4.1.4: 

a. Notice of all action on all conditional use permits shall be forwarded to these 
departments for their comments and analysis.  Lack of concurrence from either 
department shall be considered by the Approving Authority in the decision making 
process. 

b. New forestry operations or practices require notice to the Oregon Department of Forestry by 
the landowner and/or operator. 
 

 
4.1.5 Coordination with the Oregon Department of Forestry and Oregon Department 

of Fish and Wildlife should occur whenever possible during the land use review 
process. 

Implementation for Policy 4.1.5: 

a. Maintain the TLSA document (September 17, 1997), and comprehensive plan map by 
reference, as background information for planning purposes within TLSA. 
 



b. Maintain the “lot of record” provision in the TLSA, for parcels within a fire protection district 
(OAR 660-006-0027 adopted June 1, 1998). 
 

c. Do not implement the OAR provision for the “template test” in the TLSA based on the 
available area wide information regarding overall land use patterns, land values, and lack of 
infrastructure in the forest zone, based on the TLSA study dated September 17, 1997. 
 

 
 

 

                                                           
i Forest lands, according to OAR 660-015-0000(4) include “lands which are suitable for commercial forest uses…and 
other forested lands that maintain soil, air, water and fish and wildlife resources.”  This means that not all zoned 
forest lands will necessarily be productive but may have other values that merit their zoning and protection.  This 
is an important consideration for Exceptions to Goal 4. 
 
ii Several large properties within the F-1 Zone are owned and managed by The City of The Dalles or The City of 
Dufur for source water protection purposes.  The F-1 chapter of the LUDO identifies that residential development 
is prohibited in the zone due to the conflicts with safe and efficient watershed management.   
 
iii Oregon Revised Statutes 215.780 require the minimum parcel size for all designated forestland to be at least 80 
acres. 
 
iv The Community Wildfire Protection Plan outlines many of the mitigation steps applied through regulation to 
reduce fire risk. 
 
v The Community Planning Assistance for Wildfire (CPAW) Final Recommendations for Wasco County, OR (2018) 
includes a discussion of the WUI, Wildfire Hazard designation and Mitigation Difficulty.  
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